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➢ Opening access … 
Allows partners, collaborators and others to 
directly use our work; 
 
Increases the visibility of our research— 
whether in journals, social media or through 
search engines; 
 
Increases the chances that our work will lead 
to outcomes and impact by removing access 
barriers; 
 
Fosters collaboration by sharing what we do 
more widely; others are more likely to see 
and want to contribute to our work; 
 
Facilitates the re-use of our digital resources 
across other platforms, through open 
standards, licences and inter-operability; 
 
Safeguards our institutional memory and 
legacy for future use. 
 
➢ Open access … 
Is mandated through CGIAR and ILRI policies 
on open access and data management; 
 
Is guided by the FAIR principles—that our 
digital assets are findable, accessible, inter-
operable and reusable; 
 
Requires that we give all our products open 
‘creative commons’ or similar licences 
encouraging re-use; 
 
Requires that commercially published 
articles, books and book chapters have open 
licences and copyrights retained by ILRI; 
 
Requires us to make our data, publications, 
code, software and other products 
accessible through robust repositories 
hosted by ILRI or other reputable platforms. 
Under the terms of CGIAR and ILRI policies on 
open access and data management, “best efforts” 
shall be used to make all information products 
and other intellectual assets produced by ILRI 
open access, “subject always to the legal rights 
and legitimate interests of stakeholders and third 
parties, including intellectual property rights, 
confidentiality, sensitivity, farmers’ rights and 
privacy.” 
 
The CGIAR policy defines open access as the 
immediate, irrevocable, unrestricted and free 
online access by any user worldwide to 
information products, and unrestricted re-use of 
content subject to proper attribution. 
 
To implement such open access, ILRI subscribes 
to the ‘FAIR Guiding Principles’ that provide 
guidelines and metrics to improve the findability, 









Policies and guidelines: ilri.org/open 
 
Contacts: 
Information products: Abenet Yabowork (a.yabowork@cgiar.org) 
Data: Harrison Njamba (h.njamba@cgiar.org) 
Code: Alan Orth (a.orth@cgiar.org) 
Licences: Sheila Wainaina (s.wainaina@cgiar.org) 
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➢ Open what … 
Software and code for all digital or mobile tools and 
applications (into GitHub); 
 
Information products such as publications, reports, 
posters, presentations, infographics, training and 
learning materials, video, and images as well as 
articles, books, and chapters (into CGSpace); 
 
All forms of quantitative, qualitative, observational, 
experimental, simulation and other data and 
datasets, including databases (and their 
documentation) generated, collected or compiled 
through surveys, interviews, lab analysis, sensors, 





➢ Open how … 
Share products using standard, non-proprietary 
formats that everyone can use; 
Have your repository, app or platform provide an 
API (Application Programming Interface) that allows 
others to securely query or use your data elsewhere; 
Assign open creative commons or equivalent 
licences to products that encourage re-use with 
proper attribution; 
Use accepted global and institutional metadata, 
data dictionaries and other standards when 
building databases, repositories, websites, data 
collection instruments and other resources; they 
facilitate intelligent re-use; 
Publish or deposit products in proper, well-curated 
repositories that are committed to make their 
content open access. 
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